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('Buffalo5) which we are obtaining in large numbers
from the United States. No doubt the Germans, too,
are preparing to put some improved type of dive-
bomber into service. Meanwhile, they have been
tinkering with the Junkers 88 to provide a sub-
stitute, and their doing so is in itself a proof of the
disappointment which they have experienced in
their use of the Junkers 87.
The Junkers 88 was a heavy bomber, never in-
tended to be used for dive-bombing of the kind for
which the Stuka was designed. It has two engines
and a crew of four, as compared with the single
engine of the Junkers 87 and crew of two. After the
latter was handled so roughly by the Royal Air
Force the Junkers 88 was converted in rather panic
fashion into a dive-bomber. It was fitted with de-
vices calculated to prevent it from exceeding the
safety limit of speed when diving and to damp the
flutter of the control surfaces which might otherwise
develop in fast and steep descents. The result has not
been very satisfactory,
In contrast with the Heinkel in K, states an
aeronautical journal, the Junkers 88 is 'surprisingly
inferior.' clt is a hotch-potch of a design, with many
signs of additions to the original conception to cover
weaknesses. It possesses none of the soundness of the
Heinkel. It is cramped where the Heinkel is
spacious; it is difficult of access where the Heinkel
is easy; it is unorthodox where the Heinkel is
severely ordinary. Yet it is poorly armed and carries
no bigger load. Space and flying qualities have been
sacrificed in the newer design for speed in the air
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